
light, volume & shade

Think of the yellow circle as a light source such as the sun. 
Follow the dashed line showing how the light source 
moves. Where the light falls on the top of the red circle is 
called a highlight. Any details there fill with light making it 
possible for us to see the details. Where the light is not 
able to reach causes a shadow. Without the light the 
details fill in and are hard, if not impossible, to see. 
Highlights and shadows give an object volume.  

Space between the shadow and the red circle gives us the 
impression that the circle is floating. 

The circle sitting in the shadow grounds the red circle. 
Overlapping objects keeps them from floating.
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